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Review and Critique of Shah Walioallah Dehavi's

\iewpoint on the Issue of Polytheism

Ali Molla Mosa Maybodi

Abstract

Being influenced by Ibn Teymieh’s opinions, Dehlavi
presented a definition of polytheism and according to that
definition started to fight against the so called
manifestations of polytheism in his contemporary Islamic
society. In his idea Polytheism is classified into
polytheism in worshiping, asking for help, and calling out
for assistance, vow and oath. By comparing the deeds of
the unbelievers in the time of the Prophet Mohammad to
those of the Muslims of his time in his works, he tried to
specify actions such as visitation of the tombs, getting
ready for travelling to holy places, uttering the names of
the servants of Allah rather than His Name, supplication,
imploring for assistance, vow and oath as manifestations
of polytheism. Therefore, he warned the Muslims not to
do any of these polytheistic deeds. In this present writing,
the opinions and thoughts of this scholar of Tradition
regarding polytheism and its different types are reviewed
and criticized.

Keywords: Shah Walioallah Dehavi, polytheism, Shado
Al-rahal (getting ready for travelling to holy places),
erecting buildings on graves, supplication, intercession.
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Abstract

Reviewing Ibn Teymieh's Point of View Regarding
Visitation (Ziyarat) of the Tombs

Abdol Mohammad Sharifat

Abstract

The word Ziyarat means to have a desire for and in
religious terminology means a special visitation out of
respect to religious leader and elders no matter if these
holy figures are alive or have passed away. Ibn Teymieh
does not have a clear definition of Ziyarat. His definition
is self contradictory. It seems that he has mixed up
between the concepts such as Ziyarat and its meaning,
heresy, misguidance and polytheism. He sees Ziyarat as
something religiously predetermined and confines it only
to greeting, praying for the departed and taking an
example. According to the earlier and later scholars there
are other parts to Ziyarat that he disagrees with. The
scholars believe that Ziyarat can include asking for help
from the departed, asking for pray and supplication etc.
But he considers this kind of Ziyarat as heresy,
misguidance and polytheism. He has set some limitation
for Ziyarat that undermine the whole concept of it. The
major evidence that he offers to consider the intention of
traveling to three holy mosques of Al-Haram, Al-Nabi and
Agsa and other places as a condition or not is a narration
known as Shado alrahal, roughly translated as fastening
the provisions on the back of camel (getting ready to start
a journey).Even if we can validate the chain of narration it
will be difficult to accept this narration as a proof to his
claim. Different factors that have misled Ibn Teymieh will
be discussed in the present writing.

Keywords: visitation (Ziyarat) of the tombs, Ibn
Teymieh, Wahhabites, heresy.



Monotheism and Polytheism in Professor
Motahari and Seyed Qutb Viewpoint

Majid Fateminejad

Abstract

Motahari and Seyed Qutb share the same idea regarding the
definition and classification of monotheism and polytheism.
Although Qutb’s remarks on this issue are dispersed,
analyzing some of his books and specially his interpretation of
the verses of Holy Quran about monotheism and polytheism,
in his book Tafsir Fi Zelal Al-Quran, we can infer that he has
looked upon monotheism from two angles; belief and deed. In
his idea monotheism in belief can be divided into unity of the
Divine Essence and the unity of Divine Attributes. And
monotheism in deeds can be divided into monotheism in
worship and agent. One kind of monotheism that seems
important for him is monotheism in ruling under which unity
in belief and deeds are connected. In other words since unity
is divine so the ruler must be one and obedience and devotion
only belongs to him. Hence obeying any illegitimate ruler is
considered a kind of polytheism. Motahari also believes that
obeying any illegitimate ruler is polytheistic, but in his
opinion the criterion in monotheism in belief is the fact that
everything comes from him, on the other hand the criterion in
monotheism in deeds is the fact that everything goes toward
him. And obeying the ruler is mutual conquering relation. In
Motahari idea only obvious polytheism deserves disbelief. On
the contrary, with regard to monotheism in ruling, Seyed Qutb
specifies human deeds as the criterion for being Muslim or
infidel. And hence, he put obeying the illegitimate ruler as
obvious polytheism and calls them all infidels.

Keywords: Morteza Motahari, Seyed Qutb, monotheism,
polytheism, ruling of Allah.
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Abstract

Galling out for Someone Apart from Allah in
Duebandieh Scholars’ Viewpoint

Mohammmad Bagher Heydarinasab

Abstract

One of the controversial issues among Muslims is the
issue of invocation to saints of Allah and imploring them
for assistance after their demise. Wahhabites and some
other Muslims consider this action as polytheism and to
prove their claims they refer to those verses of the Holly
Quran addressing the unbelievers in the time of the holy
prophet. They believe that the phrase those apart from
Allah in these verses which calling them is polytheism is a
general concept. That includes idols, demised Prophet and
saints of Allah. On the other hand, a number of the
Duebandieh scholars do not agree with this generalization,
they believe that not all sorts of calling and supplication
lead to polytheism. Only those supplications that have
certain features are considered a polytheistic act. They
mostly mention the following features: 1. Believing that
the spirit of the Allah’s saints are present and can see us,
2. Believing that they have the knowledge of the unseen,
3. Imploring their spirit for help. In the present writing
after discussing these features, a solution has been given
to solve the problem created by them. And in the end, the
reasons stated by the Duebandieh scholars to give the
permission to call someone apart from Allah are
mentioned.

Keywords: Calling out for someone apart from Allah,
Duebandieh, Polytheism, Wahhabites.



Excommunication or Takfir, and Its Different
Types in Shia Viewpoint

Ghader Saadati

Abstract

There are some notions in Shia narrations and sayings of
its jurisprudents that apparently convey the disbelief of the
Sunnis and those against the imamate of the Imams. But
in a more careful reading of these contents we can
understand that disbelief in these contexts does not mean
that the Sunnis are not Muslims; it is a concept contrary to
faith. Except for the Nasebis, those who curse the Imams,
Moharbeen, those who kill Shiites and Moanedeen, those
who stand against and fight the Imams, the rest of the
Sunnis are part of Muslims but they are not faithful ones
and all but the oppressed ones will be punished on The
Last Day. There is no disagreement among the early and
later scholars regarding this understanding; there is only
difference in naming and wording.

Keywords: disbelief of the Sunnis, excommunication of
the Sunnis, Shia, disbelief, faith.
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